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violent army, and God would bless him with the necessary
resourcefulness to meet situations as they arise.55
Shri Kher now raised a philosophical question. "The
world/' he said, "is made up of pairs of opposites. Where
there is fear, there is courage too. When we walk on the
edge of a precipice we- walk warily, for we have fear. Fear
is not a thing to despise. Will your non-violent army be
above these pairs of opposites?55
"No/5 said Gandhiji, replying in the same philosophical
terminology. "No, for the simple reason that my army
will represent one of the pair—Ahimsa—out of the pair of
Himsa and Ahimsa. Neither I nor my army is above the pair
of opposites. The state of gunatita, in the language of the
Gita, rises above Himsa and Ahimsa both. Fear has its use,
but cowardice has none. I may not put my finger into the
jaws of a snake, but the very sight of the snake need not
strike terror into me. The trouble is that we often die many
times before death overtakes us.
"But let me explain what my army will be like. They
need not and will not have the resourcefulness or under-
standing of the general, but they will have a perfect sense
of discipline to carry out faithfully his orders. The general
should have the quality which commands the unquestioning
obedience of his army, and he will expect of them nothing
more than this obedience. The Dandi March was entirely
my conception. Pandit Motilalji first laughed at it, he
thought it to be a quixotic adventure, and Jamnalalji
suggested instead a march on the Viceroy's House! But
I could not think of anything but the salt march as I had
to think in terms of millions of our countrymen. It was
a conception that God gave me. Pandit Motilalji argued
for some time, and then he said he must not argue, as
after all I was the general and he must have faith in me.
Later when he saw me in Jambusar he was completely
converted, for he saw with his own eyes the awakening
that had come over the masses. And it was an almost
magical awakening. Where in history shall we find parallels
of the cool courage that our women displayed in such
large numbers?

